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As Spring finally approaches, DRA continues to see a steady 
increase in consumers. Our IL staff have been busy filling out the 
MO-PTC forms for individuals that qualify for this property tax 
credit. There has been a constant stream of medical equipment 
provided to those who need it. These individuals have no insur-
ance and no other means to acquire the items they need. There 
is no charge for the equipment and they can keep it for as long 
as they need it.   
     Our CDS and In-Home programs have seen an increase in  
consumers as well. These programs assist individuals in living  
independently in their own homes.  Aides provide assistance in 
areas such as food preparation, house cleaning and personal 
care. To learn more about these programs and how to qualify, 
call Holly at (636)931-7696 Ext. 163. 
     The Jefferson County Health and Education Committee, 
which is housed under DRA, has started preparing for the next 
Back-to-School Fair. This fair provides backpacks, school supplies, 
and shoe vouchers to low-income children. This event provides 
educational information to the parents and fun activities for the 
kids. I always look forward to this special event. The fair will be 
held once again at the Jefferson College fieldhouse in Hillsboro 
on July 26, 2018. Please call Lauren at Ext. 121 to get registered.  
We are grateful for the community support for this event (See 
Page 4 for those who supported the recent Trivia Night.) 
     Suzan Weller has been making trips to Jefferson City to  
advocate for our consumers. She has been following bills that 
will hopefully increase funds for home and community-based 
programs that were lost last session. There are several other bills 
that she is advocating for that will assist the disabled and aged. I 
appreciate the time she spends with our legislators to share the 
needs of individuals as well as educating them on the programs 
that are necessary for individuals with disabilities. 

From the Executive Director’s Desk   by Nancy Pope 
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Our mission is personal empowerment for individuals with disabilities, seniors, and those in need. 

Registration has 

begun for the 2018 

Back-to-School Fair 



PAGE 2 THE RESOURCE 

The holidays are always 

busy at DRA. This year was 
no exception.  DRA  
welcomed over 300 to our 
Holiday Open House. 
    Thanks to your gener-
ous support, DRA “elves” 
assembled and delivered 
over 300 food baskets and 
$2,250 in gift cards.  
     The United Way includ-
ed 756 DRA consumers in 
their 100 Neediest Cases 

and distributed nearly 
$60,000 to these house-
holds. Nine families were 
also adopted for gifts 
and holiday assistance.   
     DRA assisted Jefferson 
County Toys for Tots to 
provide gifts for over 800 
children this Christmas. 
    You make our giving 
possible at DRA.  Thank 
you!                                                                                                                         
 

Holiday Programs Provide Gifts & Holiday Cheer to Hundreds 

Left to Right: Jennifer Brody, 

Cheryl Bey and Holly Auth 

 

 

Joyce Kirkman employs 

a CDS attendant with 
DRA.  After years on the 
waiting list, she was 
glad to move into Bluff 
View apartments this 
year.  She feels peaceful 
and safe in her home.  

She uses the home gym in the facility to 
help her keep moving and get stronger.  
     Joyce enjoys watching action movies.  
She loves to attend her church and has 
found wonderful friends and encour-
agement there. 
     Joyce has four daughters and 10 
grandchildren.  She likes to watch her 
grandsons play basketball. 

DRA Consumer Highlight: 
    Joyce Kirkman 

 

 

Gayle Dallas has 
worked at DRA since 
2003. She currently pro-
cesses payroll for CDS 
attendants, but has also 
done case management 
and training at DRA. 
     The best part of her 

job is the people she works with, whom 
she loves like family.  Helping someone 
who really appreciates it makes it all 
worth it. 
     In her free time, Gayle volunteers 
with Special Olympics, currently as a  
basketball coach.  She also enjoys being 
a mom to her three beautiful “babies” 
Gracelynn, Clara and Wyatt. 

DRA Staff Highlight: 
    Gayle Dallas 

2017 Holiday Programs Were Made Possible Thanks to These Generous Donors:                  

Govero Land Services      Twin City Toyota   Propst Auto   
Vinyard Funeral Home      Lucas Smith Chrysler Center  Hillsboro Lions Club  
Susan Lingel-Overman      Festus Crystal City Elks #1721 Holly Auth 
Wal-Mart        Ozark Federal Savings & Loan   
  (Fenton & High Ridge)        (Festus & Farmington) 

DRA driver Ken Duckworth delivers a 

Holiday Food Basket to Marilyn Ramo  



Jefferson Foundation Funds Driving Simulator at DRA 
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Home Care 
Aide 

  or C.N.A. 
Great opportunity for home care aide or 

C.N.A. in Jefferson County. Wages start 
at over $10.00 per hour. Must have a 

minimum of 1 year paid/unpaid experience 
caring for individuals with disabilities. 

PT and FT openings. 
Our company prides itself in helping sen-
iors and those with disabilities maintain 

their independence and remain an active 
member in their community.   

Call Elisha at 636-931-7696 for more 
information or fax your resume to  

636-933-0039 or email to 
Elishac@disabilityresourceassociation.org 
 

Disability Resource Association is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

Jefferson Founda-
tion awarded DRA 
funds to purchase 
a Virtual Driver  
Interaction Simu-
lator to help drivers  
practice and test 
their driving skills. 
Students enrolled  
in DRA’s transition class at Festus High School will be 
the first ones offered the opportunity to try it out.  The 
system features 15 lessons, each one teaching a differ-
ent driving skill. It also has a free-drive mode with 
many different driving conditions.  
     “It’s very realistic,” said Nancy Pope, DRA’s Executive 
Director. “It offers a variety of driving situations in dif-
ferent weather conditions.  It will even tell you if you 
go too fast or break too hard.”  
     Initially, the simulator will be offered only to DRA 
consumers taking a driving permit training program. 
“We would like to expand it, eventually, to older adults 
to test their driving skills as well,” Pope said.   
     To sign up for the Driver’s Permit Preparation Class 
and simulated training, contact Lauren at Ext. 121. 

FREE For Young Aduts: 
Summer Youth Program 

On Wednesday, June 6, DRA 
will host a Career Readiness 
Fair from 10 a.m.—Noon.  
Then on Fridays from June 1 
to July 20, youth are invited 
to attend MO Driver’s Permit 
Preparation classes at 1 p.m. 
followed by an Adventure to 
Independence Class from  
2 –3:30 p.m.   
     This program is for teens 
age 14-21 who want to make 
new friends, while they learn 
driving and employment 
skills. All classes will be held 
at the DRA Office at 
130 Brandon Wallace Way 

Festus, MO  63028 

     For more information,  

contact Nancy at Ext 113. 

Jason Moyer, DRA Volunteer, tries out 

the new driving simulator 

Do You Want to Own Your Own Home? 

DRA has been a Community Housing Development 
Organization since 2010.  Over the last several years 
DRA has purchased and rehabbed single-family homes 
for re-sale to low and moderate-income individuals. 
Currently DRA is breaking ground to build a house in 
the Festus school district that will be sold at market val-
ue to a family. Through special financing their monthly 
mortgage payment will be reduced. The individual’s 
income must be 80% or less of HUD median income 
guidelines.  The individual will need to secure their 
own home loan to qualify. The house will be built with 
universal design and smart features. DRA is taking  
applications for interested and qualified families. For 
more information please call Brent at Ext. 137. 



130 Brandon Wallace Way 

Festus, MO 63028 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Phone: (636) 931-7696 

TTY: (636) 937-9016 

Fax: (636) 931-4863 

Disability Resource Association 
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Thank You to Generous 2018 Back-to-School Trivia Night Donors  
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HW Herrell Dist. Co. 
 

Don and Elizabeth Roberts 
 

Jefferson County Retired  
     Educators Association 
 

Zion United Methodist 
    Church, Mapaville 

 

Christine Hill, Edward 
    Jones 
 

The UPS Store, Festus 
 

Govero Land Services 

Lucas Smith Chrysler 
     

Borman Propane 

 

Jefferson County Community  
     Partnership 
 

Casey’s General Store 
 

Cindy Cherry, CPA 
 

Twin City Toyota 
 

Dorlac Sign Company 

     Thanks to everyone who supported 

the Back-To-School Trivia Night on 

March 3. Congratulations to the winning 

table, Team Caito! Special thanks to The 

Jefferson County Health & Education 

Committee for their hard work to plan 

the event.  These funds will buy school 

supplies and shoe vouchers for the Back-

to-School Fair on July 26 at the Jefferson 

College Field House in Hillsboro.   

        Volunteers are needed to help set 

up and run the event.  More donations 

are still needed to fully fund the event.  

We are also registering children who 

qualify (household income at 125% of 

poverty level).  Registration ends June 

29, 2018. To volunteer or register a 

child, call DRA at 636-931-7696 or       

Jefferson Franklin Community Action at 

636-789-2686. 

Trivia Night Raised $8,000 for Back-to-School Fair Coming July 26 
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